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Bill on Early Education & Care Passes Unanimously In the House 
(Malden) – State Representative Christopher G. Fallon (D-Malden) announced today that on Wednesday, March 15, 2006, the Massachusetts House of Representatives unanimously passed legislation relative to early education and child care (H. 4746).
The Department of Early Education and Care was created in 2004 through the Legislature, with the goal of consolidating existing early education and care services, and to also work towards implementing a high-quality, universal pre-kindergarten program.   
“Over the past few years the Legislature laid the groundwork for the Commonwealth to provide a voluntary, high-quality, universal preschool,” said Representative Fallon, “and the passage of this bill in the House emphasizes our continuing commitment to that goal and to children throughout the state.  The City of Malden has been at the fore front in emphasizing early childhood education and care; and the City was one of the first municipalities to dedicate an entire building facility for this purpose. That facility, the Holmes School, was remodeled and modernized by the City with the State contributing 90% of the costs to do so.”  
Rep. Fallon pointed out that broader initiatives contained within the bill include:

· Establishing the Massachusetts Universal Pre-Kindergarten Program to be delivered through a mixed system of providers in order to assist in providing voluntary, high-quality early education and care for preschool-aged children in the Commonwealth and to take steps to make the program universally accessible over time.

· Establishing a State Advisory Council on Early Education and Care.  The advisory council is expected to support the work of the Board and Department in many areas with a particular focus on the area of workforce development.

· Language calling on the department to attend to the social and emotional needs of the children and requires them to report on efforts to reduce expulsions from early care and education programs.

· New language urges the Department of Early Education and Care to work jointly with locals councils as well as regional early education and care resource and referral programs to provide regional coordination, and maximize local participation throughout the Commonwealth

. 

The bill further defines the role of the new department of early education and care as it moves forward with its mission to lead the way in helping all children and families in Massachusetts reach their full potential, and it further shapes and clarifies the structure of the new department.  The new department created by this bill is to act as the principle state agency in the administration and provisions of early education and care programs and services; provide children of the Commonwealth with early education and care programs and services through a combination of contracts, grants an voucher programs; license or approve all entities formerly licensed or approved by the Office of Child Care Services; establish and revise a rate structure for providers; determine the need for early education programs and services in the Commonwealth, and develop and maintain a database of those children currently receiving, and those waiting to receive early education and care services; establish a kindergarten readiness assessment system; establish a comprehensive system for measuring the performance and effectiveness of programs providing early education and care; and to develop a policy ensuring “smooth transactions” between infant and toddler programs, preschool, and kindergarten.  The passage of this bill, according to Representative Fallon, “marks the end of another phase, the end of an important year-long process and transition period spent developing and strengthening the foundation of the Department of Early Education and Care.”
Representative Fallon stated: “In drafting this bill, the Legislature incorporated the input of a variety of stakeholders in the field of early education and care, and the bill’s passage in the House of Representatives reflects a broad consensus as reflected in the unanimous vote.”
   
The bill has now been sent to the Senate.
