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The Office of State Representative Christopher G. Fallon
The State House | Boston, MA 02133

Phone: (617) 722-2396 | Fax: (617) 722-2819
E-mail: Rep.ChrisFallon@hou.state.ma.us

Statement From Representative Fallon Regarding Prescription Assistance
Tuesday, December 28, 2004          

                                     PLEASE CONTACT

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                          
     TARA MURPHY (617) 722-2396

BOSTON, MA - Although the open enrollment period for Prescription Advantage has closed, I wanted to inform my constituents, especially those who are disabled and/or over the age of 65, on other prescription plans. Many plans either have no income requirements, or minimal income requirements.  For example, Massachusetts Prescription Advantage has no income requirements, yet the U Share Card, a lesser known prescription plan, has an individual income requirement of $12,569 with the alternative household plan of $16,862.  Furthermore, pharmaceutical companies such as Eli Lilly, have prescription plans for enrollees for most of their own retail drugs. The chart below includes information on eligibility and benefits for state programs such as Prescription Advantage, federal programs such as the Medicare Prescription Drug Cards and programs operated by pharmaceutical companies such as Eli Lilly and Company.

 

No one should have to go without needed medicines.  Currently there are more than 1,400 medicines available through various federal, state, and pharmaceutical company assistance programs.  Massachusetts residents can call Massachusetts MedLine (866-633-1617) or visit it on the web (www.massmedline.com) to learn about programs in which they may be eligible to participate.  Mass MedLine is a free service that provides counseling on the availability of prescription drug assistance.  These plans cover many drugs including those for cancer, arthritis, diabetes, osteoporosis, heart problems, high blood pressure, glaucoma, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, chronic headaches, kidney stones, chronic pain, high cholesterol and more.

 

In the upcoming weeks, my office will be sending this information out in a pamphlet form. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my State House office at 617-722-2396. 
###

	Program
	Coverage
	Eligibility
	Income Requirements
	Benefits
	Costs
	Contact Number

	Medicare Prescription Drug Discount Card
	Most Drugs
	65+; Medicare Enrollee
	No income requirements for discount; Income requirements for $600 annual credit: $12,659/ Individual $16,862/ Household
	$600/ year if applicant meets income requiremnts; 11-18% off brand name drugs, up to 60% off generics
	Variable monthly enrollment cost of $0 to $30
	800-633-4227

	Massachusetts Medicaid (MassHealth)
	Most Prescription drugs
	65+
	If living at home, income requirement: $9,312/ Individual $12,492/ Married
	Full prescription coverage
	No premium, small co-pay of $1to $3 may be required
	800-841-2900

	Massachusetts Prescription Advantage
	Most Prescription drugs
	65+ or verifiable disability
	No income requirements for eligibility; Income requirements are used to determine monthly premuiums, co-payments and deductibles
	Full prescription coverage once deductible is met and monthly premiums paid
	Monthly premium on a sliding scale of $0 for low income seniors to $99 for higher income; Quarterly deductible on sliding scale of $0 for low income to $125 for higher income; Co-payments of between $9 to $50, on a sliding scale based on income level and whether drugs are generic or name brand
	800-243-4636

	V.A.
	All Drugs
	Verteran Status, priority groups differ
	None
	Full prescription & over the counter coverage; $840/ year for some priority groups
	Possible $7 co-pay per prescription and refill
	800-827-1000

	Eli Lilly and Company Lilly Answers
	Most Lilly Retail Drugs
	Medicare enrollees without prescription coverage
	$18,000/ Individual $24,000/ Married
	Full prescription coverage
	$12 co-pay per 30-day prescription
	877-795-4559

	GlaxoSmithKline Orange Card
	All GSK Drugs
	65+ or disabled, Medicare enrollees without prescription coverage
	$30,000/ Individual $40,000/ Married
	30-40% off pharmacy retail
	None
	888-672-6436

	Novartis Care Card
	Select Novartis Drugs
	65+, Medicare enrollee without prescription coverage
	$18,000/ Individual $24,000/ Married
	Full prescription Coverage
	$12 co-pay per 30-day prescription
	800-865-7211

	Together Rx Card
	Over 150 Select Drugs
	Medicare enrollees without prescription coverage
	$28,000/ Individual $38,000/ Married
	20-40% off pharmacy retail
	None
	800-865-7211

	U Share Card
	All Medicare Allowed Drugs
	65+, Medicare enrollee without prescription coverage
	$12,569/ Individual $16,862/ Household
	$600/ year, 10-40% off pharmacy retail, some companies provide further savings (i.e. $12/30-day supply of Lilly drugs, $15/30-day supply of Pfizer drugs)
	$19.95 annual fee, 5-10% co-pay per prescription until allowance is used up
	800-707-3917


